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EMILIE PAGANO 
______________________________ 

 

emilie.pagano@gmail.com   I   emiliepagano.weebly.com  
 

 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION:  Social philosophy, Metaphysics 

 

AREAS OF COMPETENCE:  Feminist philosophy, Moral philosophy 

 

EMPLOYMENT 
2025 – PRESENT   

PRODIG+ Postdoctoral Fellow 
Binghamton University 

 
2024 – 2025  

Postdoctoral Fellow: Knowledge in Crisis  
University of Vienna 

 
2023 – 2024  

Postdoctoral Fellow: The Essence of Anti-essentialism  
University of Victoria  

 

EDUCATION  
2023     

Ph.D. in Philosophy 
University of Texas at Austin           

                  
2016     

M.A. in Philosophy & Certificate in Women and Gender
 Studies 

    University of Colorado at Boulder 
     

PUBLICATIONS    
“All Socially Constructed Facts Are Social Facts.” Philosophical 
Quarterly (2026: online) 
 
“Being Social, Being Socially Constructed, and Being 
Fundamental Relative to Social Reality” Philosophical Studies 
183: 307-335 (2026)  

 

“Functionalism, Pluralities, and Groups.”
 Dialectica 77(3): 283-317 (2023) 
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“Social Construction, Social Kinds, and Exportation.” 
Analysis 84(1): 83-93 (2023) 

 
“What Social Construction Isn’t.” Philosophia 49(4): 1651-70 
(2021) 

 

WORKS IN PROGRESS  
“Diagnosing What’s Fundamental Relative to the Social” (in 
review) 
 
“Explanatory Loops” 
 
“Pitching Explanation at the Social Level” (with Tuomo 
Tiisala)  
 
“Thick Social Kinds” (with Aaron Griffith)  
 
“A New Approach to Sex and Gender” 

 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
2023      

Metaphysical Mayhem (postponed from 2020) 
 

2022      
Graduate Continuing Fellowship (finalist of two applicants in 

 the College of Liberal Arts), $45,000 
 

David Bruton Junior Graduate School Fellowship, $5,000 
          

Summer Travel Fellowship, $2,000 
   

2021      
Graduate School Dissertation Fellowship, $10,000 (one of

 two accepted from the Department of Philosophy) 
   
2019    

Conference on Grounding and its Applications (accepted
 one applicant at University of North Carolina), $1,000 

           
2017     

Social Ontology Summer School, Central European
 University 

 
2016      

Recruitment Fellowship, $10, 000                               
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Royal Fellowship, $2,000 per year (accepted one  
 student from incoming class) 

 

TALKS  
2027 
    TBD (invited) 
     Oxford University 
 
2026 
    “Pitching Explanation at the Social Level” (with Tuomo 

      Tiisala) 
    [1] Knowledge in Crisis, Seminar  

[2] National Society for Social Philosophy  
     [3] International Social Ontology Society 
 

2025 
“What’s Fundamental Relative to Social Reality?” 

     Social Metaphysics Workshop 
     Central European University 

 
“Fundamentality Relative to a Level” 
 Department Colloquium Series 

University of Neuchâtel 
      

“Thick Social Kinds” (with Aaron Griffith) 
International Social Ontology Society 
University College Dublin 

 
“Is Language Both Social and Biological?” 
 Knowledge in Crisis, Language Meeting 
 University of Graz 
 

2024     
“All Socially Constructed Facts are Social Facts” 
 Knowledge in Crisis, Society Meeting 
 University of Vienna 

     
“The Social and the Socially Constructed” 

      Metaphysics Collaborative 
      Zoom 

 
2022      

“A Functionalist Account of Groups” 
International Social Ontology Society 
Zoom 
 

“The Metaphysics of Class” (with Dan Lowe) 
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[1]  National Society for Social Philosophy 
[2]  International Social Ontology Society 

 
2020      

“Intersectionality as Reasons Recombinability” 
National Society for Social Philosophy 

 

COMMENTS  
2026 

“Socially Constructed Kinds” 
Jojo Lovejoy (University of Wisconsin – Madison) 
American Philosophical Association (Eastern) 

 
2025     
                     Re-Thinking Metaphysics 
     Amie Thomasson (Dartmouth College) 
     Book Symposium: Central European University 
 

“Why the Human Body is Not (Quite) a Social Construct” 
     Sean Aas (Georgetown University) 
     The American Philosophical Association (Eastern) 
 
2023     

“Anchoring, Grounding, and Explanatory Laws” 
     Samuele Chilovi (Institute of Philosophy, CSIC) 
     Social Metaphysics Workshop 
 
2022     

“A Truthmaking Account of Social Construction” 
Aaron Griffith (College of William and Mary) 
Social Metaphysics Workshop 

 
2019            

“The Meaning of Life Extension” 
Benjamin Mitchell-Yellin (Sam Houston State 
University) 
Texas Ethics Workshop 

 
2017     

“Do Normative Laws Ground or Govern?” 
Derek Haderlie (Brigham Young University) 
University of Texas at Austin Graduate Conference 

 
2016     

“Conciliationism and Debunking: A Reply to Bogardus” 
Alex Grossman (University of Texas at Austin) 
Rocky Mountain Philosophy Conference 
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INSTRUCTOR OF RECORD 
GRADUATE 

2024     
Practical Research Methods  

 
UNDERGRADUATE 

2026 
    Social Metaphysics 
     
    Methods of Reasoning 
2023     

Philosophy of Film 
 
2021      

Political Philosophy 
   

2020     
Human Nature  

      
Contemporary Moral Problems  

 

TEACHING ASSISTANT  
2022     

Race and Gender 
 
Introduction to Philosophy of the Arts 

 
2021     

Human Nature 
 

2020     
Contemporary Moral Problems  

 
2019     

Human Nature 
      

Existentialism     
 

2018     
Medical Ethics 

      
2017     

Introduction to Ethics  
  

SERVICE 
 2026 
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     Compass: An Undergraduate Philosophy Workshop:  
     Organizer 

2025     
Knowledge in Crisis, Ethics Workshop: Organizer 

 
2024-2025    

Social Philosophy Reading Group I (University of Vienna): 
Organizer 

 
    Social Philosophy Reading Group II (Central European 

     University): Organizer 
 
2020-2022    

Texas Prison Education Initiative (via Extension  

 School): Instructor 

 
2018-2021   

Compass: An Undergraduate Philosophy   
 Workshop: Instructor 

 
2017-2023   

Feminist Philosophy Reading Group: Organizer 
 

2022     
Philosophy and Fiction Reading Group: Organizer 

 
2020-2021    

Actions that Promote Community Transformation: Co-
organizer  

 
2019-2020   

Compass: An Undergraduate Philosophy Workshop: 
Organizer 

 
2018-2019    

Royal Ethics Conference: Co-organizer   
 

Graduate Student Representative 
 

2017-2018    
Corrupt the Youth (CTY): Co-director     

    
Minorities and Philosophy (MAP): Undergraduate Liaison 

 
Metaethics Reading Group: Organizer 

 
     Austin Graduate Ethics and Normativity Talks: Co-organizer 
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2016-2017    

Corrupt the Youth (CTY): Instructor 
 

REFEREEING 
Analysis, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, Hypatia, Journal of Social Philosophy, Journal of Social 
Ontology, Journal of Social Philosophy, Philosophical Quarterly, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 
Philosophical Studies, Synthese, Ethics, Philosophers’ Imprint 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
American Philosophical Association, International Social Ontology Society, National 
Association of Social Philosophy, The Metaphysics Collaborative 

 
REFERENCES 
Rob Koons      

Distinguished Professor of Philosophy   
University of Texas at Austin    

 
Brian Epstein 

Professor of Philosophy 
Tufts University 

 
Mike Raven 

Professor of Philosophy 
University of Victoria 

 
Jon Litland       

Associate Professor of Philosophy    
University of Texas at Austin    

 
Aaron Griffith      
 Associate Professor of Philosophy   
 College of William and Mary    
 
Asya Passinsky 

Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
 Central European University 
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